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healed when she accepted Edward Albert's contention that
there was something un-English about Rudolph and admitted
that for her own part she couldn't imagine how any English-
woman could feel " that way " about any foreigner. " I'd
almost as soon a Chinese. But then of course she was half-
Mexican."
That was all right. They met again. But she kept him at
arm's length, and both were much too tongue-tied to explore
the difficult question of what " going too far" might
mean.
The warmth of his physical interest in her cooled. . . .
That was one significant incident in his sentimental educa-
tion. He tried to find a stimulus in one or two of the other
girls, but there wasn't much doing with them. His feelings
towards her were invaded by a streak of possessive, dislike.
She had led him on. He brooded, resentfully on that idea.
She had let him and then she hadn't let him any more.
For a time they went about together largely, though they did
not realise it, to keep up appearances with the rest of the
boys and girls. Once or twice he was .stirred to a competitive
attempt at resumption by the realisation that she was going
around with another fellow. She was " nice "* to him, but
more and more evasive. . . .
<c Well anyhow," soliloquised the disillusioned Edward
Albert, " he won't get much."
At the Imperial College of Commercial Science Edward
Albert made very few, personal contacts of any sort. There
were a few possible young women about he thought he might
have flirted with, but he couldn't contrive any method of
accosting them, and the chief other factor in the evocation
of Edward Albert's manhood, was such intercourse as he had
with his old schoolfellows who still remained in the neighbour*
hood of Camden Town.
The school was there still. Once or twice he caught a
glimpse of Mr Myame in the offing, but escaped his hirsute
disapproval by dodging down a side street. One boy whose
name he forgot met him one day and told him that the old
man had forbidden the school to speak to him. " He said you

